
Welcome to St Peter’s, Letwell.  We hope you will enjoy looking around this small but 

beautiful country church, which is a Grade II* listed building.  The building had been 

classed as a chapelry until 1841 when it became, and remains, a parish church.

Although there has been a church on this site for over 600 years, the building has been 
thaltered several times.  What you see today is essentially a 14  century tower, built of 

magnesian limestone, with a Victorian nave and apse.

This is because the tower, together with the vestry, was all that survived a disastrous fire 

in 1867 when the verger literally ‘set the house on fire’ by over-stoking the boiler in 

response to complaints from the villagers about the cold.

The church burnt down during the night!

Sir Thomas Wollaston White, the local landowner, 

had the church rebuilt at his own expense and it 

was re-opened in 1869.

The Font  (1)

As you enter through the porch, straight in front of 

you is the font, where baptisms (christenings) take 

place.

It is lined with lead from the White family’s own 

mine, and the stone was worked by Sir Thomas’s 

daughter, Lady Maitland.  You can see her 

(maiden) name ‘Fanny White’ among the 

sculptured flowers, all of which can be found in the 

hedgerows around Letwell.
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The Tower & its Windows (2)

Directly to the left (west) of the font you can see the charred ends of some of the beams 

which survived the fire.  The west window, put in by Sir Thomas, is dedicated to his 

relation - Henry Gally Knight, who died in 1846.  It has six panes showing scenes from 

the Old Testament - the child Samuel being given to Eli, Jonah being thrown into the 

sea, Baby Moses in the bulrushes, Abraham taking his son who is carrying firewood to a 

place where he thinks God might want him to kill Isaac, Moses lifting up a pole to cure 

people bitten by snakes, and the prophet Elijah going to heaven in a chariot.  In the 

archives of London glassmaker James Powell & Sons, is a note of Sir Thomas’s visit 

when he asked for ‘good work but not too costly’!  The final cost of the west window (in 

1869) was £63.40.

In a recent renovation of the tower three new small windows were added to the tower 

stairway.  They all depict symbols representing St Peter - a fish, a cockerel and some 

keys.  More details of these windows can be seen in the photograph on the wall.

Memorial Plate  (3)

As you leave the tower, around the corner to your left is a brass plate on the wall.  It 

commemorates the rebuilding of the church by Sir Thomas Wollaston White.

Nave  (4)

With your back to the west window pause for a moment to look down the nave, with its 

wooden pews; a wooden barrel vaulted ceiling, decorated with carved bosses of roses 

and other flowers at the intersections; and the altar at the far end, over which is a 

beautiful apse (ceiling dome) in pale blue.

As you walk down the nave, where the congregation sits for services, notice the carved 

pew ends (finials), and also those on the choir stalls in the chancel.  Mary White (Sir 

Thomas’s second daughter) was clearly an accomplished wood carver.  She carved 

these finials.

The Pulpit  (5)

Mary White also carved the pulpit, in which you can see the date 1869.  In another 

place on the pulpit is the date 1969, added to mark the centenary of the rebuilding of 

the church.  She also carved the simple prayer desk, which is unusual in that it faces 

west instead of north, as is the normal custom.

Lectern  (6)

Across the aisle from the pulpit is the lectern, which was given to St Peter’s some 50 

years ago when another church in Sheffield closed down.  The top of the lectern is in 

the shape of an eagle and it includes a book rest on which is placed a huge bible for 

use during services.



Memorial Plate  (7)

On the wall behind the pulpit is a memorial plate to Reverend Thomas Poole, who was 

Rector for 56 years from 1838-1894 - surely something of a record!  He certainly had an 

eventful time in Letwell, particularly with the upgrade to a parish church in 1841, the 

catastrophic fire in 1867 and virtually a new church in 1869.  But, he still managed to stay 

in office until he died at the age of 91!

Harmonium  (8)

To the right of the altar is a harmonium, which provides the music for our services.  These 

instruments are often found in small churches which do not have an organ.  This 

harmonium was built by Estley Organ Co. of Battlebro in the USA.  Its bellows were 

originally worked by pumping two foot pedals, but now there is some assistance from an 

electric pump.

Altar  (9)

The altar stands in the sanctuary.  This is the most sacred part of the church, between 

the east window and the communion rail.  The altar is the most important piece of 

furniture in the church and is the focal point, especially for communion services.  The 

congregation come to kneel at the communion rail  in front of the altar to receive the 

bread and wine.

On either side of the altar are two Bishop’s chairs and a small credence table used in 

serving the communion.

Stained Glass Windows  (10)

Behind the altar, in the east wall, is a large stained glass window in memory of Sir 

Thomas Wollaston White and his two wives, Georgina and Mary (the first of whom died 

at only 18).

The middle three sections of the window show Jesus dying on the cross, with his mother 

Mary on one side and his friend John on the other.  The remaining panels show various 

other saints.

There are several other stained glass windows.  One is in memory of another long 

serving rector, and a second in memory of a churchwarden.

Vestry (11)

Opposite the harmonium is a door which leads into the vestry.  This is where the registers 

are kept, where the communion bread and wine and prepared and where the different 

altar frontals are stored.  Just outside the door, on the end of a pew, is a processional 

cross.



Church Bell

Up in the tower is a single bell, rung for a few moments before each service.  The bell 
was originally made in 1641 but was recast, perhaps after the fire, in 1868.

North Door (12)

Leaving the church, walk around to the north side (the opposite side to the door you 
have just left).  You will see a blocked up doorway in the wall.  Pre-reformation 
superstition held that the devil had a strong influence in the north side of a church, 
particularly at baptisms.  Apparently the north door was left open to allow the good 
influences on the south side to drive the devil out.

Churchyard

Before you leave, have a look around our lovely churchyard.  It is full of wild flowers, 
and is particularly beautiful during the spring months.

The church stands in a glorious position, on  a ridge looking west towards Dinnington 
and Laughton where, just beyond Kings Wood, the tower of All Saints church can be 
seen.  It can be reached on foot via bridleways.

God Bless You

We hope you have enjoyed your visit and that we will see you again before too long.
If you have the time, please sign the visitor’s book before you leave.

Sunday Services 

st rd1  & 3  Sunday in the month  - Evensong  - 6pm

nd th2  & 4  Sunday in the month  - Holy Communion  - 9am 
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